Thun^r_on the Right 

. Dr. ( ;irl **^'*>^ nilecl the 

rorr«\s^ ol ffir~rrriTtluine>ilalisl far right 
svilli aliiioM piipal su/x?raiiily. An implacn- 
lilc ItM* ol (Juiiiiiiimist.s« Cuthulics and all 
oilier **aiK)slale” Chnstian.s, he Inui .si>ent 
looK* liian 30 vears Imilding a inoveinent 
mil of his personal untipalliies. After 
hreakiog away from the Preshylerian 
Chnn li. r..S.A., in lOJW, he helped form 
a new (ienoininalion, ihe Oihle Pieshy- 
leiian (dmivli. which cniT<*iilly lists 55 
inmgregation.s Me lonndi'd Ihe American 
( .‘oiiiieil ol ^’hriMian Chnrclies in I04J a.s 
a coiinler lo ihe “( aunninnisl-iiiKItraled” 
\alional ( .'ooiii il of t lluirches. and in 
l!HN he adiled ihe liilcrnalioiiat Council 
ol ( hrislian ( ihnrclu's. 'I'otal claimeil 
ineiiiheiship m all his oi ganizations: 8 
iiiillioo 

Mme tiieiilh ihe ehai isinatic, 82- 
veai old piiMchei has added a college, 
seminar) ami n-s<jrl holtjl on the New 
)eiM*\ sin»re lo his isvlesiastical domain. 
Onl the real source ol his |>owei is his 
indelaligahle talent lor indeinics. hioin 
his ina.vii\<‘ hiick churc h in (’ollingswcMKl. 


N.J., he prodnci's **The 20th Century 
Helorinalion Hour," which Is heard daily 
over sonic* 8(M) radio stations. In addition, 
he pnhiishes a weekly newspaper, The 
Christian lk*aeon, in which his editorial 
“wer'* is frec|neiilly indistingnishahle from 
a papal “riOA.” 

laist week, laiwever, there were un- 
exix't ted signs that Meintire was no long- 
er in total (*ontrol of hfs movement. In a 
series of articles in the Beacon, Meintire 
warned that officials of the American 
Council were covertly piLshing him aside 
and discrediting his prophetic ministry. 
'There has been executed,” he wrote, 
"what they call in the political world a 
coup dVHal.” And, in a radio bwadcasl, 
he ur^cd his faithful listeners not to re- 
meml>er the ACCC in their wills. 

ACCe Jf?aders were embarrassed by 
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Meintin*: FiiRilladc of ebargea 


Meinlire's fiLsillade, and denied most of 
his charges. "We have v owc*d among our- 
Nch’cs not to dunuige iJr.WIclnlire," says 
Or. Philip Clark, the cHHincil’s newly 
el7*clt*iT president. "Onr differences are 
not over doctrine or goals. It’s a r)ue.stioii 
of hreaking out of a one-man mnlcl." 

‘Soft*; In truth, Mclntire*s personal i*ni- 
siid<*.s ovei*shadow the organi/atioas he 
has spawned. He regularly turns up at 
mt*elings of the National Council of 
Chiirclais and other ecumenical groups 
lo lead placard-waving fundamentalist 
pickc'ts. "Or. Meintire .seems to think 
that lho.se who don’t want to march in 
picket lines as he does arc tsimpromising 
our whole stand,” .say s Or John E.M ill- 
heiin, 34-year-old general .seefefafy 
ihe At .C:C. “But there are many ways lo 
protest, and .s<ime of us don’t want to 
picket.” 

Meintire also fears that the ACCC 
leath'i-ship Is going "soft" on other con- 
servative (iiristians who do not adhere 
to the letter of his own version of fniida- 
nifiital Chiisliunity. But out of their ex- 
IMiriem e as ol).servers at meetings of more 
liberal church organizations, council offi- 
cials have learned lo be more tolerant of 
apostate Protestants. "He's afraid,” points 
out Millheim, "that any type of contact 
with people on the other side may cause 
ns lo Ik- more iiiHuenced by them than 
they are hy us.” 

But it is Mclntire's pervasive influeiK-e 
over the entire movement which Is more 
at Issue. ThoiLsaiids of Bible Belt, Pn>l- 
estunts accept his radio program and his 
newspaper as the voic-e and word of 
righleoiisne.ss. "The Christian Beacon and 
liie 20th (Century Reformation Hour,” 
.say.s Meintire, “are God’s gift to us.” Yet, 
for all of that, they are not officially as- 
sociated with the ACCC. As a result, 
council officials complain that Mclntire’s 
vitriolic as.siiults on the civil-rights move- 
ment, the Federal government and all 
other "threats” lo America are accepted 
as the positions of the ACCC. 

Personal: hi particular, cDuncil presi- 
dent Clark charges that foreign members 
of the Iiitcmatioiial Council of Churches 
"have a lot of trouble s<u)arating Mclii- 
lire’s iK*rsoiiaI statements from the official 
I^Kisilioiis of the council.” For e.xumple, 
the Middle Eastern Bible Church— whose 
manhership is composed of Christian 
Arabs— withdrew from the ICC l>ecan.se 
Meintire strongly supiwrted Israel in the 
recent war against the Arab .states. Simi- 
larly, Clark (-oniplain.s, African Christians 
have taken growing olfense at Meintire s 
militant opposition to the U.S. civil-righLs 
ino\ ement. 

"Dr. Meintire is the only one of his 
kiml," .says Millheim. "and none of ns 
would ever presume to replace him. \l> 
oiH- regret is that he has cho.sen to take a 
family mallei and hang j)ut the *lirt\ 
WiLsh before the public." Yet to the 
doughty ratlin preacher, more Is at issue 
than a family sipiahhle. "Onr whole cause 
is at .slake," he ha.s lold his lullowers. 
"Cod has j[>Iaced me in the posilion 
where 1 am. 
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